
Planning Board 2020 Annual Report 

The Planning Board is authorized by state statute and Town Meeting vote. The first responsibility of the 

Planning Board following establishment is the preparation and amendment of a master plan for the town. 

This responsibility may be delegated, in part, and in Peterborough it is: there is a permanent Master Plan 

Steering Committee that oversees the development and maintenance of the master plan, although the 

Planning Board must still hold public hearings prior to adopting any element of the plan. In addition to this 

role, the Planning Board is responsible for the following: 

1. Review and approve subdivisions, site plans, and earth excavations, and adopt and amend the 

regulations for these applications. 

2. Prepare amendments to the zoning ordinance, and hold the necessary public hearings on proposed 

or petitioned amendments to the zoning ordinance. 

The Planning Board holds one regulatory meeting a month to hear and decide on all development 

applications, and other business to come before the board. This meeting is held on the second Monday of 

every month at 6:30 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Room of the Town House. Other meetings may be called by the 

Chairman as needed (for example, if the Board needs a separate meeting to discuss planning and zoning 

issues, or a workshop with an applicant).  

This year, likely due to COVID-19, the board saw relatively few proposals, but they were often complicated. 

 In January 2020 a group of citizens offered a petition warrant article to completely rescind TNOZ 1, the infill 

ordinance which has been in place since 2014. As a protest petition was filed against the petition warrant 

article a 2/3 majority was required at town meeting for the petition to be adopted. It failed to reach that 

threshold and was defeated. 

The board approved two mixed use projects: one at 28 Main in an existing building for residential over retail, 

using off-site parking; and one at 104-108 Grove Street for a dentist office with residential above in a newly-

constructed building. 



The Buddhist Temple on 101 was approved to construct a new building containing kitchen and sleeping 

space. The Stone Barn on Old Street Road had its approvals continued for another year, which is important 

since the ordinance under which it was approved was lost to the town in a court decision. The rehabilitation 

center planned for off 202 South, behind the shopping plaza on Route 101, Wilton Road, also had its 

approvals extended. 

The board began the discussion of development at the Garland Eco-village in January, a conversation which 

is on-going. No approvals have been granted at this time. 

Yours, Ivy Vann, Chairman Peterborough Planning Board 

 


